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Requirements for premises authorised to feed ABP
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Background 
The relevant EU legislation is:
· Regulation 1069/2009 hereafter referred to as the “Control Regulation”. 

· Implementing Regulation 142/2011 hereafter referred to as the “Implementing Regulation”. 
Article 18 of the EU Control Regulation permits the feeding of Category 1, 2 and 3 animal by-products to certain categories of animals, under conditions which ensure the control of risks to public and human health, in accordance with an authorisation. Such feeding is authorised in our domestic legislation provided operators comply with the conditions set down in both the EU Control Regulation and EU Implementing Regulation. In addition final users must be registered. 
How do I become registered?
In order to become registered you should contact DAERA Veterinary Service Animal Health Group on 028 77 442298 / 028 77 442089, or applications.aiabp@daera-ni.gov.uk.   You can also obtain an application form from the website or by writing to:

Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs
VSAHG ABP/TSE Section
Ballykelly House
111 Ballykelly Road
Limavady
BT49 9HP
Further information is available in our registration guidance available here.

What may be fed to what? 

Category 2 & 3 material 
Subject to following certain conditions the following animals may be fed category 2 and category 3 material: 

· Zoo animals (See what is a zoo? for more information) 

· Circus animals 

· Reptiles and Birds of Prey other than zoo or circus animals 

· Dogs from recognised kennels (See What are recognised kennels? for more information) 

· Packs of Hounds 

· Dogs and cats in shelters   
· Maggots and worms for fishing bait. 

Circus animals and reptiles and birds of prey other than zoo or circus animals are not subject to rules laid down in the implementing regulation but in the UK it is a condition of authorisation that they nevertheless comply with the conditions laid down in that legislation for feeding category 2 and 3 material. 

Operators may feed Category 2 material to the aforementioned animals, provided that such material comes from animals which were not killed or did not die as a result of the presence or suspected presence of a disease communicable to humans or animals. 

Feeding both Category 2 and Category 3 material is subject to compliance with the general requirements laid down in Section 1 of Chapter II of Annex VI of the EU Implementing Regulations and any other conditions that may be laid down by the competent authority. 

Category 1 material
The competent authority may authorise the use of Category 1 material comprising of entire bodies or parts of dead animals containing specified risk materials and the use of material derived from zoo animals for the feeding of zoo animals subject to compliance with the requirements set out in Article 14 and Section 4 of Chapter II of Annex VI of the ABP implementing regulations.

The competent authority must have granted an authorisation to the operator responsible for the feeding. This is provided that: 

· the feeding is not used as an alternative way of disposing of specified risk materials(SRM) or disposal of fallen ruminant stock containing SRM posing a TSE risk 
· when category 1 material comprising of entire bodies or parts of dead animals containing SRM, which originates from bovine animals over 48 months, is used, it must be tested for TSEs under the appropriate surveillance system.
The authorisation must be suspended immediately in the case of: 

· a suspected or confirmed link to the spread of TSEs until the risk can be excluded 

· non compliance with the regulation 

The operator responsible for the feeding shall: 

· store the material to be fed and carry out the feeding in an enclosed and fenced area to ensure that no other carnivorous animal, other than those for which authorisation has been granted, has access to the ABP 
· ensure that any ruminant animals for feeding are TSE tested in accordance with surveillance requirements
· keep records of the number, nature, estimated weight, ear tag number if applicable, and origin of the bodies of dead animals used for feeding, the date fed and TSE results. 

What is a Zoo? 
For the purpose of the animal by-product legislation we consider that a “zoo” means premises which are either licensed under the Zoo Licensing Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2003 (ZLA 2003) or premises in relation to which the Department has granted a dispensation under those Regulations. 
Regulation 3 of the ZLA 2003, defines a ‘zoo’ as being 'an establishment where wild animals are kept for exhibition ... to which members of the public have access, with or without charge for admission, on more than seven days in any period of twelve consecutive months'. This regulation also applies to any establishment to which regulation 21 applies. 

An animal collection consisting entirely of animals that are normally domesticated in the UK is not a zoo within the meaning of the ZLA 2003 e.g. collections of horses/ponies, donkeys, cattle, sheep, goats, pigs.

What are recognised kennels?
Recognised kennels are not defined by the EU Control Regulation however for the purpose of ABP legislation DAERA intends to authorise individual operators to feed relevant material to dogs in kennels providing operators can demonstrate that they can handle the material securely. Because of the potential health risk to humans, as well as to animals, from ABPs DAERA Veterinary Service Animal Health Group will not authorise anyone to handle the relevant ABP material in domestic premises, or to feed it to domestic pets.  Authorisation will only be given to operators who have an area that is completely separate to the domestic premises in which to receive, store and prepare the material, and to keep and feed the dogs. Operators will also need to be able to demonstrate that domestic pets, ruminant animals, pigs and poultry will not be able to gain access to the material and that unused material will be disposed of in accordance with the legislation. 

What premises cannot be authorised as final users? 

Animal By-products must not be brought onto premises where livestock are present. 

The exception to this is zoos, where measures are taken to ensure that no animals, other than those which are authorised to do so, have access to the by-products. It will be up to the operator to demonstrate that there is adequate security of the animal by-products while animals are feeding on them. They will also need to be able to demonstrate that domestic pets, ruminant animals, pigs and poultry will not be able to gain access to the material and that unused material will be disposed of in accordance with the legislation:

· to be separate premises they must have a definite boundary, separate entrance and dedicated equipment, 

· staff must carry out strict biosecurity measures when moving between these premises and those with livestock, 

What structural standards are necessary for Final Users? 
All premises where animal by-product is fed should have secure facilities for storing, feeding the by-product and arrangements for disposing of unwanted ABP and waste. Adequate facilities where drainage is controlled and that can be cleansed and disinfected will be expected. 
Vehicle cleansing and disinfected facilities must be provided and vehicles and containers must be disinfected after transportation of treated material. 
See the Annex for additional Zoo Guidance

How should ABP be transported to Final Users? 

This should be in accordance with Sections 1 and 3 of Chapter I of Annex VIII of ABP implementing regs. For more information see our Transport, documents and records page.


What records must be kept? 

· Transport records of by-product moving onto the premises and waste products moving off the premises.
· The date and quantity of material fed should be recorded. All records should be kept for 2 years. 
· The number of dogs on the premises
What if there is by-product left following feeding? 

Waste product, that is any by-product left after feeding, must be dispatched to an approved processing plant or to an approved incinerator or co-incineration plant without undue delay as required by the EU Control Regulation. 

How should ABP be stored? 

Storage containers must be leak proof and covered. This includes both ABP before use and any waste following feeding.

Sterilising or Staining Requirements – Final Users 

Category 2 animal by-products (including whole/parts of poultry carcases), sourced from Collection Centres and slaughterhouses, must have already undergone sterilising or staining either with Black PN or Brilliant Black PN. For more information see our Premises authorised to collect & treat category 2 & 3 ABP for feeding to animals page.

Where whole carcases are taken to the zoo, cut up and fed on the premises, staining of the animal by-product is not necessary prior to feeding. 
Annex  
Additional Zoo Guidance 

Feeding of Zoo Animals (Final Users)

Premises on which zoo animals are kept do not need to comply with the standards for collection centres if they are only using the animal by-products on those premises and are not supplying the material to other premises.  In such cases these premises will require individual registration as ‘final users’.

We have issued a general authorisation for premises on which only birds of prey and reptiles (other than zoo animals) are fed on animal by-products.  Individual authorisations may be required in certain circumstances.

Construction and hygiene standards

We would expect zoos which seek authorisation as ‘final users’ to meet, amongst other things, the following requirements:

· Reception of animal by-products:  the facilities should be adequate in size, of durable construction and capable of being cleansed and disinfected.

· Disposal arrangements must exist for the packaging material received with animal by-products, care must be taken to remove all animal by-products from the packaging prior to disposal.  Re-useable bulk containers must be cleansed and disinfected before being returned to the collection centre.

· Some final users will generate SRM in processing ruminant carcases.  Zoos receiving intact cattle, sheep and goat carcases must remove SRM before feeding the carcase.  The SRM must be stained with patent blue V and stored in lidded, labelled, impervious containers pending collection.  Unless other material is intentionally mixed with SRM for staining and disposal as SRM, other waste must not be allowed contact with SRM.  SRM must not be fed to animals
· Animal by-products must be stored properly until fed.

· Suitable facilities should be provided for cleansing and disinfecting vehicles or containers used to deliver the animal by-products to the premises.

· Animal by-product feed preparation areas (kitchens) should, where possible, be separate from feed preparation areas for non-ABP feed preparation areas.  If necessary, appropriate hygiene precautions must be taken to ensure that no cross-contamination takes place.

· It will be up to the operator to demonstrate that there is adequate security of the animal by-products while animals are feeding on them.  They will also need to be able to demonstrate that domestic pets, ruminant animals, pigs and poultry will not be able to gain access to the material and that unused material will be disposed of in accordance with the legislation.

· Once feeding has taken place any surplus meat/waste should be collected and removed from the feeding areas.  How/when this collection should be done will depend on individual site arrangements.  (I intend to expand on this section following site visits).

· Suitable facilities should be provided for holding waste (i.e. uneaten/unused by-product) and arrangements put in place to dispose of this without undue delay.

· The premises must have adequate facilities for destroying unused untreated material, or send it to a processing plant or to an incineration or co-incineration plant in accordance with the Regulation
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