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Disposal from restaurants, catering facilities & kitchens (Catering Waste)
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Background
The relevant EU legislation which controls ABP is:
· Regulation 1069/2009 hereafter referred to as the “Control Regulation”. 

· Implementing Regulation 142/2011 hereafter referred to as the “Implementing Regulation”.

In the Implementing Regulation  Catering waste is defined in Annex 1 (22) as ‘All waste food, including used cooking oil originating in restaurants, catering facilities and kitchens, including central kitchens and household kitchens.’ 

Catering waste is classified as category 3 ABP, except when it is International Catering Waste (ICW), when it is classified as category 1 ABP.

Catering waste is only controlled under the Control Regulation under limited circumstances i.e. when it:

· originates from means of transport operating internationally (International Catering Waste) 

· is destined for feeding purposes 

· is destined for composting or for the production of biogas 

· is destined for processing (using any of the processing methods 1-7). 

It is not controlled under the ABP legislation when it is disposed of to landfill (see below for further information concerning catering waste, when not controlled under the ABP legislation below).
Main points and changes under the Control Regulation

The main controls under the legislation are as follows:

1. International catering waste (ICW) is classified as high risk category 1 ABP. As such, it cannot be used in biogas or composting plants. For more information see our International catering waste guidance 

2. Catering waste cannot be used for the feeding of farm animals – this is in order to control the risks of introduction of exotic notifiable diseases, such as Foot and Mouth Disease. For more information see our Food and feed businesses guidance. 
3. Catering waste (including catering waste processed in an ABP rendering plant) cannot be used in the manufacture of petfood.
The two main changes from the previous legislation are:

The Implementing Regulation now permits catering waste to be mixed with eggs and egg products and be composted under national rules. For more information see our 
· 
 page"

Compost, biogas, manure guidance
 

· Under article 2(g) of the Control Regulation catering waste can now be processed (rendered). If the rendering plant is approved under the control Regulation, the output will be regarded as fully rendered ABP. Rendered catering waste cannot be fed to farm animals. For further guidance on the disposal and use of rendered ABPs see our Incineration and Rendering pages.  If the processing plant is not approved under the Control Regulation, the output will still be classified as untreated catering waste (see below for disposal options for untreated catering waste). 

What about when catering waste is not controlled under the Control Regulation?

When catering waste is not controlled by the Control Regulation, there may be other controls in the Domestic Regulations or in Waste or Environmental legislation. 

The Domestic Regulations in Northern Ireland will allow the feeding of Category 3 ABPs e.g. fat balls to wild birds.

The Control Regulation prevents the feeding of catering waste and products derived from catering waste to farm animals. In addition Domestic Regulations prevent catering waste and products derived from catering waste being brought onto premises, in situations where farmed animals may have access. 

When catering waste is not controlled by the Control Regulation, it can be:

· incinerated 

· applied to land, as long as farm animals and vermin cannot access it. Good practice to avoid farm animal and vermin access would be to deeply plough it in to arable, horticultural or non-agricultural land and to avoid reseeding for pasture use until the material has fully rotted down in the next growing season 

· buried in landfill under the control of Environmental/ Waste legislation and Domestic Regulations 

· treated in a biodiesel plant (fat fraction as in Used Cooking Oil). If the plant is only receiving untreated catering waste, as in Used Cooking Oil sourced from catering sources, it does not need approval under the Control Regulation, but would be subject to environmental controls. For more information see our Biodiesel page.

For further information on Waste and Environmental controls go to the NI Environment Agency website.
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