
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL AFFAIRS (DAERA)

EXPORT OF PIGS TO GREAT BRITAIN FOR BREEDING OR PRODUCTION FROM THEIR PREMISES OF ORIGIN (VIA AN APPROVED ASSEMBLY CENTRE)

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE FOR OWNERS

1.
KEY DOCUMENTS
The following key documents must be read and understood prior to the movement of pigs for breeding or production to an Assembly Centre.

· ONFG (AC)

(GB (Pigs) (BP) EHC)

this document

· OD (AC)


(GB (Pigs) (BP) EHC)

owner’s declaration

The OD (AC), copy of the Movement Application From, VSSPT(1) (AC) in respect of the premises of origin and a yellow copy of the PM1 movement documentation must accompany the animals in to the assembly centre.  If the transport is not carried out by the owner the consignment must also be accompanied by the pink copy of the PM1 movement documentation.

2.
SCOPE

ONFG (AC) must be used for pigs for breeding or production moved from the holding of origin direct to an approved Assembly Centre prior to export to a holding in Great Britain. 
3.
OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION 

All pigs exported from Northern Ireland (NI) must be identified in accordance with The Pigs (Records, Identification and Movement) Order (Northern Ireland) 2012.  Identification is by means of an ear tag) bearing the letters "UK" and the official herd number of the holding on which the ear tag is applied (which need not necessarily be the premises from which the pigs are being exported if pigs were ear tagged on a previous holding).  The ear tag should also include an individual animal number. 

4.
IDENTIFICATION OF THE ANIMALS

Owners must provide the local DAERA Office with the following information regarding the animals to be moved to the Assembly Centre: 

· Breed;

· Age; and
· Official Identification.
These details must be provided on a Movement Application form which can be obtained from your local DAERA Office or the DAERA Internet at www.daera-ni.gov.uk.
5.
OWNER/TRANSPORTER DECLARATIONS
The owner/transporter of the animals must declare on OD (AC) that:

(i)
The pigs to be exported have been resident on their holding of origin for the past 30 days (or since birth) and that no animal has been imported onto the holding from a Third Country during the 30 day period unless it was isolated from all other animals on the holding.


(ii)
The pigs will be transported directly from the premises of origin to the Assembly Centre.

(iii)
After leaving the premises of origin, the pigs will be kept separate from animals of a lower/different health status or not similarly certified.

(iv) The vehicles used to transport the animals to the Assembly Centre will be cleansed and disinfected with approved disinfectant prior to loading and after unloading, and before carriage of other animals.
(v) The pigs have not been vaccinated against Aujeszky’s Disease.

(vi) The pigs have remained separate since birth from wild cloven hoofed animals.  In order to fulfil this requirement - your husbandry practices must ensure that contact is not possible.  Arrangements should be checked and verified in writing by your Private Vet at each visit or every 3 months at least.

The declaration should be signed and dated and is required to ensure the health status of the animals is maintained during transport. 

6.
WELFARE
Council Regulation 1/2005 lays down the provisions for the protection of animals during transport.  The Regulation is enforced in Northern Ireland by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) Regulations (NI) 2006 (as amended).  Article 3 of the EU Regulation requires that animals must be fit for the intended journey before the journey starts and must remain sufficiently fit throughout the journey and that no person shall transport them in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering.  This means that animals should be healthy enough to tolerate the entire journey they are about to make (including loading, unloading and any journey breaks) with no or very little adverse effect on them and that the journey should not cause the animals any suffering or injury.  

Animals not considered to be fit for transport include those that: 

· are unable to move independently without pain or to walk unassisted; 

· present a severe open wound, or prolapse; 

· are pregnant females for whom 90% or more of the expected gestation period has already passed, or females who have given birth in the previous week; 

· are new-born mammals in which the navel has not completely healed; 

· are pigs of less than three weeks, lambs of less than one week and calves of less than ten days of age, unless they are transported less than 100 km. 

Further detailed guidance on the fitness requirements can be obtained from the DAERA website www.daera-ni.gov.uk or from your local DVO.  The certifying AVI will reject any animal where, in his or her professional judgement, there is doubt over its fitness on the intended journey.
7.
TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION AND VEHICLE CERTIFICATION
Articles 10 and 11 of Council Regulation 1/2005 require transporters of animals to be authorised, and Article 18 requires that the vehicle or trailer used to transport animals on long journeys has a certificate of approval.  
For journeys over 65km (approx. 40 miles), transporters must:

· Hold a transporter authorisation.

· If transporting horses, farmed animals or poultry, ensure drivers and attendants are in possession of a certificate of competence (from January 2008).

· Demonstrate that they have appropriate staff and equipment to transport animals in a proper way and to have no record of serious infringements of animal welfare legislation in the preceding 3 years.

· Complete an Animal Transport Certificate for each journey.
For long journeys (over 8 hours) transporters must also:

· Be in possession of a long journey transporter authorisation. 

· If the vehicle is used for transporting farmed animals and horses, get it inspected and approved.

· Ensure contingency plans in case of emergencies are in place.

· Ensure the Journey Log has been completed (for journeys of unregistered horses and livestock).

Application forms and further details of the requirements for authorisation and certification are available from the DAERA website www.daera-ni.gov.uk or your local DAERA Office.
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