
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL AFFAIRS (DAERA)

EXPORT OF BOVINE ANIMALS FOR BREEDING OR PRODUCTION (NON SLAUGHTER) FROM THEIR PREMISES OF ORIGIN DIRECT TO AN EU MEMBER STATE


NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF OWNERS


1.	KEY DOCUMENTS

The following key documents must be read and understood/signed prior to export of animals of the bovine species for breeding or production (NON SLAUGHTER).

· EU-BOV-BP-ONFG-PO			This document
· EU-BOV-BP-OD-PO 			Owner’s declaration

2.	SCOPE

EU-BOV-BP-ONFG-PO must be used for bovine animals for breeding or production (Non slaughter) exported from the holding of origin direct to their destination in an EU Member State.

3.	OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION 

All bovine animals exported from Northern Ireland must be officially tagged (identified) in accordance with The Cattle Identification (No.2) Regulations (NI) 1998, as amended (see Annex A for guidance) and be accompanied by an MC2L movement licence and Passport(s). All Passports should be signed and dated by the herd keeper before leaving the premises of origin.  You should ensure that all United Kingdom tags are prefixed with the letters ‘UK’.

Please note:  industry representatives in certain EU countries require that tags bear a bar code to enable number checking with a bar code reader.  Exporters are strongly advised to clarify individual importing country requirements before commencing the export process.  

As a result of changes made to the TRACES system in March 2015, it will not accept the following older tag formats:

3.1 	“Tag numbers” which end in a check letter e.g. UK 123456-789-A
3.2 	“Tag numbers” with any letter other than the initial two country code letters
3.3 	All numeric tag numbers consisting of less than 10 characters (counting the initial             country code but not any spaces or dashes). 

To enable processing on TRACES NT animals (as at 3.1 or 3.2) must be re-identified by the aPVP with a new identification number and the re-tag validated on APHIS through the local DAERA office.

Animals (as at 3.3) and animals for breeding or production to the ROI (which do not have fully packed 13/14 character tags) must have their tags replaced by the aPVP with fully packed 13/14 character tags.

For more details on these issues see Annex A.






4.	ELIGIBILITY FOR EXPORT

Animals for export to EU member states for breeding or production must comply with the following requirements and you will be required to sign an Owners declaration EU-BOV-BP-OD-PO to that effect:

4i) Residency and Standstill
The animals for export: 

For at least the 30 day period prior to the departure of the consignment, or since birth, if they are younger than 30 days of age,

            (a) Have been continuously resident on your premises;

In order to complete this paragraph herd keepers should refer to the following details recorded as part of their herd register/records:-
· Individual Identification number
· Date of Birth or age (if purchased)
· Dates of movement into flock

These records (fully completed and up to date) must be available for inspection by your Vet

(b) Have not been in contact with kept bovine animals of a lower health status or subject to movement restrictions for animal health reasons;

In order to complete this paragraph the /herd must not be under any form of restriction and mixing with other herds has not occurred

(c) Not come from a holding into which any animal imported from a third country (i.e. from outside the EU) was introduced during the 30 days prior to departure from the holding of origin, unless the moved in animals were completely isolated from all other animals on the holding in a DAERA approved isolation facility, or else the herds into which they move are prevented from moving animals to export to the EU for a period of at least 30 days. Note: Outside of the EU currently includes imports from GB


4ii)    Meet additional guarantees for IBR and/or BVD when exporting to a Member State with BVD 	Freedom or an Approved BVD Eradication Programme. These requirements are detailed fully 	in the Owners Declaration and summarised below;
In addition to the points below, you must indicate whether the animals for export are/are not pregnant as this affects the requirements for export. If you are stating that they are not   pregnant you will also need to state that they have not been served/inseminated in the past 8 weeks. If there is a chance they may have been served you are advised to have the animals checked for pregnancy status

· No cattle within my herd and any associated herds have an unknown BVD status (calves under 30 days of age are exempt)
· There are no retained BVD Persistently Infected (PI) animals in my herd
· I have provided the vet certifying the animals for export with a recent and up to date (produced within the 14 days prior to the date of export) herd list showing the status of all animals in my herd and all associated herds. This can be obtained from your local DAERA Direct Office
· If the animals are destined for an establishment which keeps bovine animals for meat production separate from bovine animals of other establishments, and from which they are directly moved to the slaughterhouse, I must have assurances from the importer to this effect.
· In the case of export to a BVD Free country, cattle for export have not been vaccinated against BVD, and I have provided the vet certifying the animals for export with my Medicine records. (For bought in animals, the option to export animals with a positive serology is not available).




4iii)     Health Status of the Holding of Origin

	The animals come from establishments where there were no abnormal mortalities with an undetermined cause.

With regard to this paragraph, you should make your herd records available for inspection by the certifying Vet.




5.	WELFARE

Council Regulation 1/2005 lays down the provisions for the protection of animals during transport.  The Regulation is enforced in Northern Ireland by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) Regulations (NI) 2006.

Article 3 of the EU Regulation requires that animals must be fit for the intended journey before the journey starts and must remain sufficiently fit throughout the journey and that no person shall transport them in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering.  This means that animals should be healthy enough to tolerate the entire journey they are about to make (including loading, unloading and any journey breaks) with no or very little adverse effect on them and that the journey should not cause the animals any suffering or injury.  

Animals not considered to be fit for transport include those that: 
1. Are unable to move independently without pain or to walk unassisted; 
1. Present a severe open wound, or prolapse; 
1. Are pregnant females for whom 90% or more of the expected gestation period has already passed, or females who have given birth in the previous week; 
1. Are new-born mammals in which the navel has not completely healed; 
1. Are calves of less than ten days of age, unless they are transported less than 100 km.  In addition, for journeys of 8 hours or over, calves must be over 14 days of age.

The certifying AVI will reject any animal where, in his or her professional judgement, there is doubt over its fitness on the intended journey. Further detailed guidance on the fitness requirements can be obtained from the DAERA website:  
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/fitness-transport-guidance-notes or from your local DAERA office 


6.	JOURNEY LOGS

Journey logs are required for all journeys exceeding 8 hours to other EU Member States.  These must be submitted to the DVO for approval prior to departure.  The format of the log is laid down in Annex II of Council Regulation 1/2005.  Calves must be over 14 days of age before undertaking a journey of 8 hours or over.

7.	CANCELLATION OR CHANGES TO THE CONSIGNMENT DETAILS FOLLOWING CERTIFICATION 

If the consignment is 
· Cancelled, or 
· Its date/time of departure has changed significantly, or
· A different vehicle is used, or 
· All the animals are not loaded, 

The exporter must notify the certifying Vet giving the relevant details so that a replacement TRACES NT message can be sent and APHIS notified of the changes. 


ANNEX A

BOVINE ANIMALS - OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION FOR THE PURPOSES OF TRADE

All bovine animals exported from Northern Ireland must be officially identified (tagged) in accordance with The Cattle Identification (No.2) Regulations (NI) 1998, as amended.  Please note:  Tattoos are not an acceptable form of identification.  

As a result of changes to the EU TRACES system, certain tag formats, which are acceptable in Northern Ireland cannot be processed through the TRACES NT system.  To be able to trade the animals certain actions are required as set out below.

1.	Trade to EU Member States (except for Breeding or Production to the Republic of 	Ireland)

	For the purposes of the above trade, because of the requirements of the TRACES system, all 	bovine animals, must be identified with all-numeric, double plastic, tags (one in each ear).  
Any animal which has a check letter or any other letter in its official identification (apart from the initial 2 letter country code) must be re-identified to enable it to be processed through the TRACES NT system as set out below:
		1.1	The animals must be re-identified with new, 14 character, all numeric, double 				plastic tags under the supervision of an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI).
		1.2	The keeper must notify DAERA of the re-identification using a MC1A form.
		1.3	The aPVP must validate the re-identification using a VC1A form.
	The above actions must be carried out and the animal’s details updated on APHIS prior to 	applying for a Veterinary Support Certificate through eAVI.
	Example –Animal UK 123456-789-K will need re-identified because its identification number has 	a check letter.
In addition animals which have all-numeric tags, but less than 10 characters (counting the UK but not any spaces or dashes) cannot be processed through the TRACES system.  The aPVP will need to replace any such tags with fully packed 13/14 character tags bearing the same number as the originals.
	Example – Animal UK 9 1234 5 6 will need its tags replaced with fully packed 14 character ones 	(UK 9 120034 0005 6) because it has less than 10 characters.	 

2.	Trade to the Republic of Ireland for Breeding or Production
	
	For this trade all animals must be identified with either 13 or 14 character, all-numeric, double 	plastic tags (one in each ear).  

2.1	If an animal’s tag number is alpha-numeric it will have to be re-identified as described at 1.1-1.3 above.

	The above actions must be carried out and the animal’s details updated on APHIS prior to 	applying for a Veterinary Support Certificate through eAVI.

2.2	If an animal’s tag number is all-numeric but has less than 13 characters its tags must be replaced with fully packed 13 or 14 character tags bearing the same number as the originals.
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