
General structure of The Forest Reproductive Material Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 2002 

Regulations apply to 26 tree 
species and artificial hybrids 
(these species and hybrids are 
known as “controlled species”)  

The Regulations apply to basic 
material which can be stands of 
trees, trees or seed orchards from 
which seed is collected or clonal 
mixture, individual clones, parent 
material from which reproductive 
material can be produced. 

There are 6 types of basic 
material. 
i. Seed source,  
ii. Stand, 
iii. Seed orchard, 
iv. Parents of families, 
v. Clone, 
vi. Clonal mixture 
(listed as increasing 
refinement of source) 

The Forest Service 
maintains a National 
Register of Basic 
Material for 
Northern Ireland 
(“the Northern 
Ireland Register”) 

Forest Reproductive Material 
(FRM) is obtained from basic 
material. There are 4 categories  
i.Source identified, 
ii. Selected, 
iii. Qualified 
iv. Tested 
(listed as increasing genetic 
quality) 

FRM can be parts of plants, 
planting stock or seed. 

Any one who markets or imports 
FRM whether or not for profit 
must be registered in the Register 
of Suppliers of Forest 
Reproductive Material (“the 
Register of Suppliers”) 

The Forest Service 
maintains the Register of 
Suppliers of Forest 
Reproductive Material 
(“the Register of 
Suppliers”) 

The Forest Service 
must be notified in 
writing at least 14 
days before 
collection of FRM.  

Each lot of FRM marketed must 
be accompanied by a supplier,s 
document containing information 
about each lot. 

A supplier must apply for a 
Master Certificate within 9 
months of collecting or marketing 
FRM. 

The Forest Service issues 
Master Certificates. 

Each suppliers document 
must be given a sequential 
number and give the 
information set out in the 
supplier’s template 
produced by the Forest 
Service. 


