
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL AFFAIRS (DAERA)

EXPORT OF PORCINE ANIMALS FOR SLAUGHTER FROM THEIR PREMISES OF ORIGIN DIRECT TO A SLAUGHTERHOUSE IN ANOTHER MEMBER STATE

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE FOR OWNER’S

1.
KEY DOCUMENTS
The following key documents must be read and understood prior to the export of pigs for slaughter.

· TRACES EXA NI


TRACES Application Form
· POR-INTRA-Y-ONFG-PO

This document

· POR-INTRA-Y-OD-PO

Owner/Transporter declaration

2.
Procedure for Export
To initiate an export you should contact a private veterinary practitioner who is an Official Veterinarian (aPVP) approved for exports.  You will then have to complete a TRACES Application Form (TRACES EXA NI) with all the details of the export and submit it to the aPVP.  You will also have to complete an Owner/Transporter Declaration for the aPVP. 
3.
Eligibility for Export

To be eligible for export for slaughter to other EU member states the pigs must come from a holding and an area which are not under restriction for disease reasons.  Your local DAERA office will provide this information to the aPVP.

The aPVP will need to know if the holding from which the pigs are being exported is officially recognised as applying controlled housing for Trichinella control.  Holdings approved under the Red Tractor Assurance scheme are officially recognised as applying controlled housing.  If your holding is Red Tractor assured you will need to provide documentation to the aPVP confirming that.  Holdings, which are not Red Tractor Assured, will still be able to export but the aPVP will complete the certificate in a different way.  

Further information relating to additional animal health conditions required for exports to Finland can be found at Annex A.  

4.
OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION 

All pigs exported from Northern Ireland (NI) must be identified in accordance with The Pigs (Records, Identification and movement) Order (Northern Ireland) 2012.
Pigs less than 6 months of age:  
· Identification is by means of an ear tag or slap mark (must be clearly legible) bearing the letters "UK" and the official herd number of the holding of birth (which need not necessarily be the premises from which the pigs are being exported if pigs were ear tagged on a previous holding).  

Pig over 6 months of age:
· Identification is by means of an ear tag bearing the letters "UK" and the official herd number of the holding of birth (which need not necessarily be the premises from which the pigs are being exported if pigs were ear tagged on a previous holding).  The ear tag should also include an individual animal number. In addition a slap mark bearing the letters "UK" and the official herd number of the holding of birth may be applied.
5.
IDENTIFICATION OF THE ANIMALS

Owners must provide the following information regarding the animals to be exported: 

· Date of birth represented as dd/mm/yyyy;

· Official Identification.
· Sex of animals (Male female or castrated)
This information is provided to the aPVP on the TRACES Application form and the Owner/Transporter
Declaration.
6.
OWNER/TRANSPORTER DECLARATIONS
Article 4 of Derogated Regulation 2020/688 sets out some additional requirements which must be complied with during transport so that the health status of the animals is not compromised.  

After completing Part I of the Owner’s Declaration regarding the health status of the pigs the owner/transporter must declare at Part 2 of POR-INTRA-Y-OD-PO that;

(i) 
They will be transported in means of transport which are constructed in such a way that visual inspection of the space they are kept is possible, that the animal faeces, litter or feed cannot leak or fall out of the vehicle and which had been cleansed and disinfected immediately after the transport of animals, or of any product which could affect animal health, and where necessary before loading of the animals, using disinfectants officially authorised by DAERA; and
(ii) 
During this movement the said animals will not come into contact with cloven hoofed animals other than those of a similarly certified health status;
(iii)
 During this movement the said animals will not pass through an area subject to disease control restrictions except via an approved route.
(iv) 
The animals will be transported directly to the slaughterhouse in the Member State of destination without undergoing any assembly operations in that Member State or zone thereof, or any Member State or zone thereof of passage, which is free from infection with Aujeszky’s disease virus and is not subject to movement restrictions affecting the species or situated in a restricted zone established for reasons of diseases listed for porcine animals.
(v) 
The animals will be transported directly to the slaughterhouse in the Member State of destination without undergoing any assembly operations in that Member State or zone thereof, or any Member State or zone thereof of passage, which is free from infection with Aujeszky’s disease virus and is not subject to movement restrictions affecting the species or situated in a restricted zone established for reasons of diseases listed for porcine animals.
(vi)
I am in possession of a transporters welfare in transport authorisation & hold certificates of competence for both NI & EU haulage. Furthermore I have made copies of these and Vehicle Approval certificate (where journey > 8 hours) available for the certifying Official Veterinarian (aPVP).

The declaration should be duly signed and dated and is required to ensure the health status of the animals is maintained during transport. 

7.
WELFARE
Council Regulation 1/2005 lays down the provisions for the protection of animals during transport. The Regulation is enforced in Northern Ireland by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) Regulations (NI) 2006.

Article 3 of the EU Regulation requires that animals must be fit for the intended journey before the journey starts and must remain sufficiently fit throughout the journey and that no person shall transport them in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering.  This means that animals should be healthy enough to tolerate the entire journey they are about to make (including loading, unloading and any journey breaks) with no or very little adverse effect on them and that the journey should not cause the animals any suffering or injury.  Animals not considered to be fit for transport include those that: 

· Are unable to move independently without pain or to walk unassisted;

· Present a severe open wound, or prolapse; 

· Are pregnant females for whom 90% or more of the expected gestation period has already passed, or females who have given birth in the previous week; 

· Are new-born mammals in which the navel has not completely healed; 

· Are pigs of less than three weeks, unless they are transported less than 100 km. 

Further detailed guidance on the fitness requirements can be obtained from the DAERA website www.daera-ni.gov.uk or from your local DVO.  The certifying AVI will reject any animal where, in his or her professional judgement, there is doubt over its fitness on the intended journey.

8.
TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION AND VEHICLE CERTIFICATION
Articles 10 and 11 of Council Regulation 1/2005 require transporters of animals to be authorised, and Article 18 requires that the vehicle or trailer used to transport animals on long journeys has a certificate of approval.  

For journeys over 65km (approx. 40 miles), transporters must:

· Hold a transporter authorisation.

· If transporting horses, farmed animals or poultry, ensure drivers and attendants are in possession of a certificate of competence (from January 2008).

· Demonstrate that they have appropriate staff and equipment to transport animals in a proper way and to have no record of serious infringements of animal welfare legislation in the preceding 3 years.

· Complete an Animal Transport Certificate for each journey.
For long journeys (over 8 hours) transporters must also:

· Be in possession of a long journey transporter authorisation. 

· If the vehicle is used for transporting farmed animals and horses, get it inspected and approved.

· Ensure contingency plans in case of emergencies are in place.

· Ensure the Journey Log has been completed (for journeys of unregistered horses and livestock).

Application Forms and further details of the requirements for authorisation and certification are available at www.daera-ni.gov.uk or can be obtained from your local DVO.
9.
JOURNEY LOGS
Journey logs are required for all journeys exceeding 8 hours to other EU Member States.  These must be submitted to the DVO for approval prior to departure.  The format of the log is laid down in Annex II of Council Regulation 1/2005.  

10.
CANCELLATION OR CHANGES TO THE CONSIGNMENT DETAILS FOLLOWING CERTIFICATION 

If the consignment is cancelled, its date/time of departure has changed significantly, a different vehicle is used, or all the animals are not loaded the owner must notify the certifying aPVP so that they can issue a replacement TRACES NT message to be importing country. 

Annex A

FINLAND - PIGS FOR BREEDING/FATTENING/SLAUGHTER

Exporters should be aware that Finland has a control programme for salmonella.  Animals imported into Finland will be subjected to statutory control measures if they are found to have salmonellosis.  Exporters should be advised to consider submitting samples to VSD for private testing before they select pigs for export.  Although many Salmonella serotypes occur in pigs, the most common salmonella species affecting swine in Northern Ireland is S. typhimurium.  Exporters should note that a negative result prior to export does not guarantee a negative result will be obtained when pigs are tested subsequently.
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