
GUIDELINES FOR OWNERS AND HERDKEEPERS 
ON
THE PROCESS OF VALUATION OF ANIMALS TO BE SLAUGHTERED OWING TO 
TUBERCULOSIS OR BRUCELLOSIS
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INTRODUCTION
1. The following guidelines relate to the valuation of cattle under: 
•
the Tuberculosis Control Order (Northern Ireland) 1999 (as amended) (“the TB Control Order”); and

•
the Brucellosis Control Order (Northern Ireland) 2004 (as amended) (“the Brucellosis Control Order”).
2. In accordance with the above Orders, the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) proposes to slaughter the animal(s) identified on the enclosed Form BT28 for the purpose of control of disease.  The Form BT28 identifies the animal(s) to be slaughtered.  A DAERA Livestock Valuation Officer (LVO) will contact you and arrange to value such animal(s) prior to slaughter.  Please therefore read the following guidelines carefully. 
DAERA’S VALUATION
3. The DAERA LVO will determine the market value of each animal concerned.  In order for this valuation to be carried out, it is essential that you present the animal(s) concerned to the LVO.  The animal(s) should be conveniently situated and adequately restrained to allow for proper inspection and related identification. 
4. During valuation, the LVO may wish to mark (which could include applying an ear tag, clipping, or marking by other means), photograph or collect samples or all three from the animal(s) being valued.  Refusal to permit marking of the animal(s), or interference with an applied tag, is an offence for which you may be prosecuted.  
5. You should also ensure that any documentation in your possession which is relevant to the market value of the animal(s) (e.g. pedigree certification, milk records, etc.) or any other relevant information (e.g. progeny or sibling performance) is available at time of valuation.  In the case of such documentation, only original documents or validated copies will be considered.  
6. If such documentation affects the market price offered, all such original documents will not be returned to you, although a copy may be obtained by submitting a written request to the DAERA Senior Livestock Valuation Officer (SLVO) (see contact details at paragraph 23 below).  
7. It should be noted that the owner of any animal(s) may decide either to agree or decline any valuation(s). If you, as the animal owner, agree to the valuation(s), the agreed valuation(s) will be taken as the market value(s) of the animal(s) for the purposes of both the TB Control Order and the Brucellosis Control Order.  The LVO will then ask you to sign your agreement to the agreed valuation(s) by means of a related Form BT29 as appropriate. 
INDEPENDENT VALUATION

8. If you, as the animal owner, do not agree with DAERA’s valuation(s), you must sign within 3 working days the Form BT29 indicating that you have declined such valuation(s).  
9. You will then have the option to choose an Independent Valuer (IV) from a list approved by DAERA which will be provided to you by the LVO (Form IV2). Independent valuations submitted by persons not on this list will not be accepted.  You must make your own arrangements for the independent valuation(s) to be carried out and you will be responsible for paying the fees and any other expenses incurred by the IV selected by you to carry out any such valuation(s). 

10. Having selected an IV from the DAERA approved list, you must notify the DAERA Valuation Unit of your choice within 2 working days of your receipt of the approved list either by telephone or e-mail (see again paragraph 23 below). Any such telephoned notification must subsequently be confirmed in writing either by e-mail or by completing and returning Form IV3 as supplied to you by the LVO, along with the DAERA approved list.  If you fail to inform DAERA of your nomination within the specified 2 working days, DAERA will determine the market value of the animal(s) and proceed to slaughter. 

11. DAERA must receive the independent valuation(s) in writing within 8 working days of your nomination of the requisite IV.  If this does not occur, DAERA will determine the market value of the animal(s) and proceed to slaughter.  
12. It should be noted that any such independent valuation(s) as carried out by a duly nominated IV will not be considered to be final and binding and may thus be subsequently appealed by either DAERA or the owner of the animal(s).

13. Should the timescales outlined in bold in paragraphs 8, 10 or 11 above not be complied with, it will in no way infringe your right as the owner of the animal(s) to appeal the valuation(s).

14.
Slaughter of the animal(s) will proceed after any independent valuation(s), irrespective of whether an appeal is being made by you as the owner of the animal(s) or DAERA.
APPEALS
15. If you, as the animal owner, are dissatisfied with DAERA’s valuation of your animal(s), you have the right to submit an appeal to an independent Valuation Appeals Panel (VAP).  Such an appeal may be submitted by you either after having your animal(s) independently valued as cited above or as an alternative to such independent valuation.  
16. It follows, therefore, the market value(s) subject to appeal will be either:

·    DAERA’s original valuation(s) as appealed by you, the animal owner; or 
·    the IV’s valuation(s) as appealed by either party on the basis that no agreement can be reached.  
17. The procedure for submitting such an appeal by the animal owner comprises as follows:

·    The appeal to the VAP must be submitted to the TB and Brucellosis Valuation Appeals Secretariat (“the Secretariat”) in writing on the requisite application for appeal Form VA1 (as revised) within 30 working days of the determination of market value(s) to which it relates.
·    Form VA1 (as revised) is available on request from the DAERA Valuation Unit (see again paragraph 23 below), as is the leaflet VA2 (Guidance on Appeals Procedure for Animal Owners) which explains the appeals procedure in more detail.

·    The completed Form VA1 (as revised) must be accompanied by a cheque for the requisite fee of £100 made payable to the “Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs” and crossed “A/C payee only” and must include:

· full details of the grounds upon which the appeal is sought;

· all related documentary or other evidence; and 
· the change sought to the valuation(s).  
18. It should be further noted that:

·     Under the Diseases of Animals (Valuation) (Fees) Order (Northern Ireland) 2004, the £100 fee is only applicable to an appeal being brought forward by the owner of the animal(s) and not in the case of an appeal being brought forward by DAERA. 
·     Appeals received after 30 working days from the determination of market value(s) will not be accepted.
19. Please be aware that you:

· have the option to participate in the VAP hearing;

· may bring someone with you or choose to have someone present on your behalf;

· must notify the name(s) of all accompanying person(s) and their respective role(s) to the VAP in advance of the hearing;  
· are responsible for paying any fees and other expenses which you, and anyone representing you at the VAP hearing, incur; and

· may contact the Secretariat between Monday and Friday,      9.15 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. (see contact details at paragraph 24 below).
20.
After an appeal has been formally lodged within the specified 30 working days, any additional information or evidence that you wish to be considered will be subject to the discretion of the VAP. 
21.
Following due consideration of an appeal submitted by either the owner of the animal(s) or DAERA, the VAP shall determine the market value of the animal(s) and such determination shall be final and binding on both parties.
DAERA’s right to slaughter
22.
You should finally be aware that:
·  DAERA may, having served notice of intent, slaughter any animal before the determination of its market value if such an animal, in the opinion of a veterinary inspector (or inspector or approved veterinary surgeon), has been in any way exposed to a significant risk of infection with disease. 
· Such an eventuality would occur in cases where the required slaughter is necessary to:

· prevent the spread of disease; or

· establish if there has been interference with any sample taken or test carried out whereby the result of the test is intended to be affected; or 
· establish, where in the judgement of DAERA, a herdkeeper or owner has been guilty of an offence tending to prejudice the due control of the disease.  
·  In all such circumstances, DAERA shall determine the market value of any such animal.

Should the scenario as outlined above occur, the right of appeal to the VAP is in no way infringed. 

Further Information

23.
Further information about the valuation process is available from DAERA’s LVOs and you may contact the SLVO should you have any queries about these Guidelines. The contact details are as follows: 

Senior Livestock Valuation Officer 

DAERA Valuation Unit
Sperrin House
Sedan Avenue 

OMAGH
Co. Tyrone
BT79 7AQ

Tel: 028 8225 3488

e-mail: daera.valuationunit@daera-ni.gov.uk
24.  The Secretariat may be contacted at the address given below:
TB and Brucellosis Valuation Appeals Secretariat 
Post Room – DAERA
Ground Floor West
Clare House

303 Airport Road West
BELFAST

BT3 9ED
Tel: 028 9052 0932
e-mail address: valuationappealssec.adc@daera-ni.gov.uk
 Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.  
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