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DAERA’s Vision

‘Sustainability at the heart of a
living, working, active landscape
valued by everyone.’ The NI
agri-food, fisheries and
aquaculture sectors have
sustainable growth potential
and can play a significant part in
addressing many of the long-
term environment and climate
change challenges we currently
face
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Transformative Bioeconomy
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• A strong bioeconomy could transform the 
way we address challenges in food, fuel, 
chemicals, materials, energy, waste, 
environment and health and remove our 
reliance on finite fossil fuels. 

• Increasing importance of the bioeconomy 
in terms of Green Growth and its value in 
growing the economy’s Gross Value Added 
and potential for job creation.



Anaerobic Digestion in Northern Ireland
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Example: Sustainable Solutions 
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£600,000 awarded to six NI 
companies to fund feasibility 
studies into sustainable solutions 
for livestock slurry during the 
period January – August 2023

Core aim of this DAERA led project 
was to reduce surplus phosphorus 
and ensure efficient recycling of 
organic nutrients within Northern 
Ireland agriculture whilst 
contributing to climate targets.



Opportunities in the Bioeconomy

• In Northern Ireland the
Transformative Bioeconomy is
reported to have contributed
17.4% of the total regional
GVA

• Estimated that more than
13,000 jobs could be created
by 2030, if Northern Ireland
moved to a circular economy

• The bioeconomy is one of the
focus sectors for the Draft
Circular Economy strategy.
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