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BT3 9ED 
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Email:   

            
   30 June 2023 

 
Dear   
 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000 

 
With regard to your request for information which you clarified for the Department on 22 February 
2023 which sought the following: 
  
 All material returned from a search of the email accounts and other forms of electronic 
communication (whether text messages, WhatsApps, etc) of Katrina Godfrey, Robert Huey, 
Julian Henderson and Joanne McAuley for any of the terms ‘PwC’, ‘Bronckaers’ or ‘Oscar’ from 
1 December – 26 January, disregarding reference to ‘the Online System for Central Accounting 
and Reporting.’ 
 
I would like to thank you for your patience given the additional time required to process this 
request.  
 
I can advise that the Department has completed its search and confirm that it holds information 
relevant to your request. However, the Department has decided not to disclose some of the 
information as the following exemptions apply: 
 

• Section 42 - Legal professional privilege 

In these circumstances, the Department is required to consider the public interest. A Public 
Interest has been conducted and is attached. 
 

• Section 40(2) – Personal Data, of which you are not the data subject. 





LAWFULNESS, FAIRNESS AND TRANSPARENCY TEST 

DAERA/23-27 - Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 

Request Details: 

 All material returned from a search of the email accounts and other forms of electronic communication 
(whether text messages, WhatsApps, etc) of Katrina Godfrey, Robert Huey, Julian Henderson and Joanne 
McAuley for any of the terms ‘PwC’, ‘Bronckaers’ or ‘Oscar’ from 1 December – 26 January, disregarding 
reference to ‘the Online System for Central Accounting and Reporting.’ 

Brief description of the Personal Data falling within the scope of the request  

 
Personal information of NICS Officers and employees of other organisations contained within material in scope 
for this request. 

LAWFULNESS 

Please identify the lawful basis for processing 

Personal data is processed when it is lawfully disclosed in response to an FOI / EIR request. 

The lawful bases for processing are set out in Article 6 of the GDPR and the ICO expects at least one of two 
lawful bases (Consent / Legitimate Interest) to apply before the personal data held can be disclosed. 

☐ Consent:  This will apply when the data subject(s) clear consent exists that allows you to disclose 
the personal data falling within the scope of this request. 

☐  Legitimate interests: the processing is necessary for the Department’s legitimate interests or the 
legitimate interests of a third party that overrides the data subject(s) rights and freedoms, 
particularly their right to privacy. 

Consideration of Legitimate Interests 

1. PURPOSE 

As the disclosure of personal data under FOIA is a disclosure to the world at large, doing so on the strength of 
a requester’s private interests alone could constitute a disproportionate and unwarranted level of interference 
with the data subject(s) rights and freedoms, particularly their right to privacy and family life under the Human 
Rights Act 1998. 

2. NECESSITY 

The right of access under FOIA does not in itself constitute a pressing social need, however there has been a 
considerable interest generated in the handling of this case particularly given the issues around animal welfare 
and the whistleblowing policy for public sector employees insofar as its aim includes protecting matters that will 
often be of legitimate public interest, e.g. use of public finances, policies that may impact on daily life etc   The 
main data subject has given numerous interviews across all media including television, radio and newspapers 
and so the details of the case are in the public domain.  

For the information identified, the Department considers that, even when taking into account the high levels of 
public & media interest, it has not identified any such need for the personal data of NICS Officials below SCS 
level or of employees of other organisations to have their personal data further processed nor their right to 
privacy to be interfered with. 

With no pressing social need identified, further processing would be considered unlawful. 

Dr Bronckaers is the main data subject for this request, however given the ongoing litigation against the 
Department and to be respectful of the court taking precedence over the media interest, the Department has 
decided not to further process Dr Bronckaers personal data for this request.  This is a material difference to 
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