
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL AFFAIRS (DAERA)

 EXPORT OF Bovine Animals for Breeding or Production (NON SLAUGHTER) via an EU Assembly Centre (EAC) to an EU Member State

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF OWNERS / EXPORTERS / EAC OPERATORS

1. KEY DOCUMENTS

Please ensure that prior to movement to the EAC the following documents have been fully completed in respect of all the animals:

· MC2L movement licence(s) (provided by the EAC operator)
· Passport(s) (provided by the EAC operator)
· Self written MC2B+C with ear tag numbers of animals travelling to EAC (from herd keepers movement declaration book).  This document must accompany the animals to the EAC.
· Owner’s declaration EU-BOV-BP-OD-EAC 
· If cattle are bound for EU countries requiring IBR and/or BVD guarantees 
· Certification to that effect provided by the Private Vet responsible for the premises of origin which must accompany the cattle into the EAC.  

PLEASE NOTE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO MIX CATTLE OF DIFFERENT STATUSES IN THE EAC.  IF THE EXPORT IS BOUND FOR AN EU MEMBER STATE WITH A CERTAIN IBR OR BVD STATUS THEN ALL THE CATTLE IN THE EAC MUST BE OF THAT STATUS
2. SCOPE

This document gives guidance on the movement of bovine animals for breeding or production from their holding of origin direct to an EU approved Assembly Centre prior to export to an EU Member State.

3. OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION

All bovine animals exported from Northern Ireland must be officially tagged (identified) in accordance with “The Cattle Identification (No.2) Regulations (NI) 1998”, as amended (see Annex A for guidance) and be accompanied by an MC2L movement licence and Passport(s). 

All Passports should be signed and dated by the Export Assembly Centre Operator before leaving the export assembly centre if not signed by the herd keeper.

You should ensure that all United Kingdom tags are prefixed with the letters ‘UK’. Please note: industry representatives in certain EU countries require that tags bear a bar code to enable number checking with a bar code reader. Exporters are strongly advised to clarify individual importing country requirements before commencing the export process. 

As a result of changes made to the TRACES system in March 2015, it will not accept the following older tag formats:

3.1 	“Tag numbers” which end in a check letter e.g. UK 123456-789-A
3.2 	“Tag numbers” with any letter other than the initial two country code letters
3.3 	All numeric tag numbers consisting of less than 10 characters (counting the initial country code but not any spaces or dashes). 


To enable processing on TRACES NT animals (as at 3.1 or 3.2) must be re-identified by the aPVP with a new identification number and the re-tag validated on APHIS through the local DAERA office.

Animals (as at 3.3) and animals for breeding or production to the ROI (which do not have fully packed 13/14 character tags) must have their tags replaced by the aPVP with fully packed 13/14 character tags.

For more details on these issues see Annex A.

4. ELIGIBILITY FOR EXPORT

Animals for export to EU member states for breeding or production must:

1. Not be individually restricted or be part of a herd restricted because of identification, registration, movement or disease issues.

1. Have remained on the holding of origin for a continuous period of 30 days or since birth if less than 30 days of age (prior to moving to the EAC for export).

1. Have, where the animals are 6 weeks of age and over, been tested, with negative results for Tuberculosis, during the 30 days prior to departure from the holding of origin.

N.B.1 Animals will not be eligible to move from the herd of origin to the EAC if any of the following apply:-
0. The herd is restricted due to Tuberculosis;

0. There are TB inconclusives in the herd;

	N.B. 2 It is possible that animals may have been purchased which are not eligible for EU 	trade, despite being able to move within Northern Ireland. 

Checks when the herd keeper applies to the EAC operator for a MC2L movement licence to move to the EAC will reveal animals ineligible to be exported because they have not fulfilled one or more of the criteria (a-c) above.

1. Not come from a holding into which any animal imported from a third country (i.e. from outside the EU) was introduced during the 30 days prior to departure from the holding of origin, unless the moved in animals were completely isolated from all other animals on the holding in a DAERA approved isolation facility, or else the herds into which they move are prevented from moving animals to export to the EU for a period of at least 30 days. Note: Outside of the EU includes GB.

e)	Meet additional guarantees for IBR and/or BVD when exporting to a Member State with BVD 	Freedom or an Approved BVD Eradication Programme. These requirements are detailed fully in the 	Owners Declaration and summarised below. 

In addition to the points below, the owner must indicate whether the animals for export are/are not 	pregnant and if stating not pregnant that they have not been served/inseminated in the past     8 weeks. 

· No cattle within my herd have an unknown BVD status (calves under 30days of age are exempt)
· There are no retained BVD Persistently Infected (PI) animals in my herd
· I have provided the vet certifying the animals for export with a recent and up to date (produced within the last 2 weeks) herd list showing the status of all animals in my herd.
· If the animals are destined for an establishment which keeps bovine animals for meat production separate from bovine animals of other establishments, and from which they are directly moved to the slaughterhouse, I must have assurances from the importer to this effect.
· In the case of export to a BVD Free country, cattle for export have not been vaccinated against BVD, and I have provided the vet certifying the animals for export with my Medicine records. (For bought in animals, the option to export animals with a positive serology is not available).

f)  In such instances the Owners declaration/s MUST be accompanied by a certificate provided by a Private Vet responsible for your herd. This certificate should attest to the necessary requirements having been fulfilled.


5. JOURNEY DECLARATIONS


With regard to the journeys from the holdings of origin to the EAC:
The EAC operator/agent must declare that;

(i) 	The animals have been transported from the holdings in vehicle(s), which had been previously cleansed and disinfected with a DAERA approved disinfectant immediately prior to the journey;

(ii)	During this movement the animals did not come into contact with cloven-hoofed animals other than those of a similarly certified health status;

(iii) 	During this movement the animals did not pass through an area subject to disease control restrictions except via an approved route.

6. WELFARE

Council Regulation 1/2005 lays down the provisions for the protection of animals during transport. The Regulation is enforced in Northern Ireland by the Welfare of Animals (Transport) Regulations (NI) 2006.  Article 3 of the EU Regulation requires that animals must be fit for the intended journey before the journey starts and must remain sufficiently fit throughout the journey and that no person shall transport them in a way likely to cause injury or undue suffering. This means that animals should be healthy enough to tolerate the entire journey they are about to make (including loading, unloading and any journey breaks) with no or very little adverse effect on them and that the journey should not cause the animals any suffering or injury.

Animals not considered to be fit for transport include those that:

· Are unable to move independently without pain or to walk unassisted;
· Present a severe open wound, or prolapse;
· Are pregnant females for whom 90% or more of the expected gestation period has already passed, or females who have given birth in the previous week;
· Are new-born mammals in which the navel has not completely healed;
· Are calves of less than ten days of age, unless they are transported less than 100 km. In addition, for journeys of 8 hours and over, calves must be over 14 days of age.


The certifying aPVP at the EAC will reject any animal when, in his or her professional judgement, there is doubt over its fitness for the intended journey. Further detailed guidance on the fitness requirements can be obtained from the DAERA website at: 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/fitness-transport-guidance-notes or from your local DVO.


7. TRANSPORTER AUTHORISATION AND VEHICLE CERTIFICATION
Articles 10 and 11 of Council Regulation 1/2005 require transporters of animals to be authorised, and Article 18 requires that the vehicle or trailer used to transport animals on long journeys has a certificate of approval.

For journeys over 65km (approx. 40 miles), transporters must:

· Hold a transporter authorisation.
· If transporting farmed animals, ensure drivers and attendants are in possession of a certificate of competence (from January 2008).
· Demonstrate they have appropriate staff and equipment to transport animals in a proper way and to have no record of serious infringements of animal welfare legislation in the preceding 3 years.
· Complete an Animal Transport Certificate for each journey.

For long journeys (over 8 hours), transporters must also:

· Be in possession of a long journey transporter authorisation.
· If the vehicle is used for transporting farmed animals and horses, get it inspected and approved.
· Ensure contingency plans in case of emergencies are in place.
· Ensure the Journey Log has been completed (for journeys of unregistered horses and livestock).
· Application forms and further details of the requirements for authorisation and certification are available from the DAERA website https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/welfare-animals-during-transport or from your local DVO.


8. JOURNEY LOGS

Journey logs are required for all journeys exceeding 8 hours to other EU Member States. These must be submitted to the DVO for approval prior to departure. The format of the log is laid down in Annex II of Council Regulation 1/2005. Calves must be over 14 days of age before undertaking a journey of 8 hours or more.

9. CANCELLATION OR CHANGES TO THE CONSIGNMENT DETAILS FOLLOWING
CERTIFICATION

If the consignment is
· cancelled, or
· its date/time of departure has changed significantly, or
· a different vehicle is used, or
· all the animals are not loaded,

The EAC operator must notify the certifying Vet giving the relevant details so that a replacement
TRACES NT message can be sent and APHIS notified of the changes.


10. MAXIMUM STAY AND NON EXPORTS FROM EU ASSEMBLY CENTRES

Cattle must not remain in your Assembly Centre for more than 14 days.  Commission Delegated Regulation 2020/688 requires that bovines shall not be outside their holding of origin for more than 14 days before final certification to the final destination in the Member State.. APHIS will block moves out of the EAC after 14 days.
 
If, for any reason cattle that have been ‘moved’ into your Assembly Centre on an MC2L movement licence, (irrespective of whether or not the animals physically travelled to your Assembly Centre), are not exported you must move these animals into an ordinary NI herd using your APHIS online account. It is imperative that all animals are ‘cleared’ from your Assembly Centre following each Assembly, and certification by the aPVP





ANNEX A

BOVINE ANIMALS - OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION FOR THE PURPOSES OF TRADE

All bovine animals exported from Northern Ireland must be officially identified (tagged) in accordance with The Cattle Identification (No.2) Regulations (NI) 1998, as amended.  Please note:  Tattoos are not an acceptable form of identification.  

As a result of changes to the EU TRACES system, certain tag formats, which are acceptable in Northern Ireland, cannot be processed through the TRACES NT system.  To be able to trade these animals certain actions are required as set out below.

1.	Trade to EU Member States (except for Breeding or Production to the Republic of 	Ireland)

	For the purposes of the above trade, because of the requirements of the TRACES system, all 	bovine animals must be identified with all-numeric, double plastic, tags (one in each ear).  
Any animal which has a check letter or any other letter in its official identification (apart from the initial 2 letter country code) must be re-identified to enable it to be processed through the TRACES NT system as set out below:
1.1	The animals must be re-identified with new, 14 character, all-numeric, double plastic tags under the supervision of an Authorised Private Veterinary Practitioner (aPVP)
		1.2	The keeper must notify DAERA of the re-identification using a MC1A form.
		1.3	The aPVP must validate the re-identification using a VC1A form.
	The above actions must be carried out and the animal’s details updated on APHIS prior to 	applying for a Veterinary Support Certificate through eAVI.
	Example –Animal UK 123456-789-K will need re-identified because its identification number has 	a check letter.
In addition animals which have all-numeric tags, but less than 10 characters (counting the UK but not any spaces or dashes) cannot be processed through the TRACES NT system.  The aPVP will need to replace any such tags with fully packed 13/14 character tags bearing the same number as the 	originals.
	Example – Animal UK 9 1234 5 6 will need its tags replaced with fully packed 14 character ones 	(UK 9 120034 0005 6) because it has less than 10 characters.	 

2.	Trade to the Republic of Ireland for Breeding or Production
	
	For this trade all animals must be identified with either 13 or 14 character, all-numeric, double 	plastic tags (one in each ear).  

	2.1	If an animal’s tag number is alpha-numeric it will have to be re-identified as described at    		1.1-1.3 above.

	The above actions must be carried out and the animal’s details updated on APHIS prior to 	applying for a Veterinary Support Certificate through eAVI.

	2.2	If an animal’s tag number is all-numeric but has less than 13 characters its tags must be 		replaced with fully packed 13 or 14 character tags bearing the same number as the 			originals.
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