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Guide to looking after Housed Birds

Housing your birds during a disease outbreak may impact the welfare of your birds, especially if they are not used to being
housed for long periods.

You are responsible for the welfare of your birds while they are housed. You should:
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Make sure they are not overcrowded.

Make sure they have natural light where possible -
do not keep them permanently in the dark (during
the day you should be able to see your birds
clearly and artificial light should follow typical day
and night patterns).

Monitor the temperature inside the housing -
consider installing a thermometer at bird level
and do not allow temperatures to go significantly
above 21°C.

Make sure there is enough ventilation.

Make sure they have enough food and fresh,
clean water (clean water-drinkers frequently and
do not use standing water as it may have been
contaminated by wild birds).
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Use good quality litter that crumbles easily - you
can use damp-proof membranes for earth floors to
help keep litter dry.

Provide enrichment items to prevent boredom like
straw bales, shaving bales, low barriers, scattered
whole grain, dustbathing boxes, pecking blocks,
cabbages, rope and footballs.

Check them more than once a day to make sure
they’re healthy and have enough food, water and
dry bedding.

Avoid sudden changes to their diet - if in doubt,
speak to your vet.

Check for skin parasites like red mite.

Consider providing aerial perches for your birds. This helps prevent overcrowding and gives them:
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More vertical space.

g‘\‘ Space to move away from pecking by other birds.



Guide to looking after Housed Birds

Welfare of pullets (young hens)

Pullets should be reared in an environment that matches the environment they will live in as adults. If pullets are reared in a
range and then confined, it increases the risk of injurious feather pecking.

Pullet suppliers should make any confinement history available to buyers.

Signs of poor welfare and boredom

Look out for:

Injurious and aggressive feather pecking. / Loss of feathers.

If you see signs of feather pecking, you can:

0 Reduce the light (there should still be enough light @ Provide more enrichment items to prevent
_— for you to read a newspaper). = boredom.
w

L Mash their food to increase eating time Add nutritional supplements to drinking water
and keep your birds occupied. to help keep your birds calm.
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Welfare of ducks, geese and game birds

You must house ducks and geese and game birds when possible. If this is not practical, keep them in fully netted areas.

If you cannot house or net your birds because of unavoidable welfare concerns, you must:

/\ . Move them away from large ‘ .
Feed and water them 804 bodies of water that attract Take steps to discourage

é% undercover. ‘\\V‘ wildfowl. g, wild birds.

You must also speak to your private vet and put in writing:
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Why you cannot house your birds. :///;\ The st?ps you are taking to protect them
- o) from bird flu.

Avoid keeping ducks and geese with other poultry. Ducks and geese often do not show any signs of disease but can still
pass it on to other captive birds.

Ducks need access to open water like troughs and buckets. They use them to preen and immerse their heads to keep their
eyes, nostrils, beaks and plumage healthy.

To help keep bedding dry, you can:

Put open water sources on raised, perforated 6 Q 6 Place a container underneath to catch any water
plastic floors. that drips through.

Wet bedding can increase the spread and severity of infectious diseases.
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Further Advice

Get advice from your vet or check the Featherwel website
if you have any concerns about welfare.

If you’re a commercial keeper you can also use
the benchmarking tool for feather loss from AssureWel
and the British Egg Industry Council (BEIC).
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FeatherWel

Promoting bird welfare Contactus | Publications

Injurious pecking | Placement | Range & housing | Litter | Feed & enrichments | Management & health

FeatherWel

Working together to
improve bird welfare

k& University of
What s FeatherWel Supported by:
Feathertiel sims to provide adice on practicalsirategies lo reduce the rsk of njrious pecking
occuring in non-cage laying hens during both the rearing and the laying periods. The evidence for these @
. slrategies s based upon scientiic evidence, experience from indusiry and the resulls of he Bristol i
Pecking Project. This website briely summarises key management sirategies.
More about the FeathertWel project

AssureWel

This advice has been produced in consultation with  wide range of industry representatives, including g
poultry veterinary surgeons, BEIC, various feed companies, welfare acvisory bodies and breeding -
companies. We would also like to take this opportunity fo thank all the producers who took part n the k

Bristol Pecking Project. Without their help we could not have put this advice together. o gua®
Glick for inks to our industry collaborators Buitish Egg Industry Council

AssureWel

‘Advancing Animal Weflara Assurance About AssureWel | Contact us

-Google

Laying hens | Dairy cows | Pigs | Broilers | Beef cattle | Sheep | Training | International | Consultancy
——

Home » Laying hens » How is your feather loss measuring up? » The feather loss graphs explained

Understanding the benchmarking graphs Menitor your feather loss

Benchmarking allowis you to compare your feather loss scores to those of your peers.
AssureWel Benchmarking Tool
There are four graphs on the AssureWel Benchmarking Tool focusing on two areas of feather loss: the headineck and the
backivent For each of the areas, there is a graph showing the percentage of birds with any feather loss (Score 182) and —
another showing moderate/severe featnar loss (Scora 2). The data used to generate the graphs is collacted on Fresdom Food | peo s o ic rooden
and Soil Association farms during welfare outcome assessments. All graphs are pdated annually
» AMBER: Plan for continuous
Each graph is spit into 3 sections: improvement

B ~+ GREEN: Maintain high standards
RED (bottom 25% of flocks), AMBER (middle 50% of flocks) and GREEN (best 25% of flocks). The thresholds for the different
colours are based on pooled data from Freedom Food and Soil Association laying hen farms

‘What colour your score falls into can help determine what action you should take:

= RED: Immediate action may be required to find the cause of the problem and put strategies in place to improve feather cover

= AMBER: You should plan for continuous improvement - aim for green

= GREEN: You have a higher performing flock, get in touch to share best practice, try seff assessment and monitaring in your
current and future flocks

Example graph: total feather loss, head and neck (% score 1+2)

This graph shows feather loss increasing with age - however, the green area also demonsirates that flocks can and snould be
well feathered throughout their ives.

The graph shows flock age’ along
ine xaxs and % of i afeced ' N
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https://www.featherwel.org/featherwel/
http://www.assurewel.org/layinghens/howisyourfeatherlossmeasuringup/thefeatherlossgraphsexplained.html
https://www.featherwel.org/featherwel/
http://www.assurewel.org/layinghens/howisyourfeatherlossmeasuringup/thefeatherlossgraphsexplained.html
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